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IFLA/UNESCO CHARTER FOR LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 
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Glossary of Terms used in the Charter 
 
Landscape:  An area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural and/or 
human factors. (European Landscape Convention) 
 
Cultural landscapes:  Landscapes that embrace the diversity of manifestations of the interaction between humankind and 
its natural environment.  These include designed, organically evolved and associative landscapes. (as defined by ICOMOS 
ISC and the UNESCO World Heritage Convention) 
 
Landscape architecture:  The profession that applies aesthetic and scientific principles to the design, planning, analysis 
and management of both natural and built environments. 
 
Sustainable development:  A pattern of resource use that aims to meet human needs while preserving environmental 
values for both their own sake and to meet human needs for both present and future generations. 
 
International Federation of Landscape Architects (IFLA):  IFLA is a democratic non-profit, non-governmental organization 
that promotes education and practice in sustainable landscape design, planning and management. 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Our world presents complex challenges with respect to accommodating development and preventing the all 
too frequent ecological, social and functional degradation of human settlements and regional landscapes.  
The design and planning of landscapes has a long history and contemporary practice is concerned with 
issues facing society such as climate change, quality of life at the community level, and sustainable resource 
use.  As landscape architects, we are concerned with the future development, management and protection of 
our landscapes and believe that sustainable development and human well-being are fundamental to our work.  
This makes it essential for education and research conducted in academic institutions to provide the 
knowledge and skills required to allow graduates to formulate appropriate solutions for the present and the 
future. 
 
Educational qualifications to practice in the field of landscape architecture are to be founded on a vision that is 
sensitive to the diverse needs of society as reflected below:  
 

 To improve the quality of life for communities and all the inhabitants and users.  
 To recognize and nurture cultural diversity and biodiversity. 
 To add social and cultural value to sites and outdoor public space. 
 To promote an approach to landscape planning and design interventions which enhances social sustainability, 

cultural and aesthetic needs, and the physical requirements of people.  
 To employ an ecological approach to land use planning, design and landscape regeneration, that ensures 

sustainable development of the built environment through the appropriate integration of biological, land, water and 
atmospheric systems. 

 To recognize the role of public realm landscape as a place for social and cultural expression interchange and make 
these accessible to all individuals and communities.  

 To promote equity through work with disadvantaged groups or communities and the development of solutions that 
are affordable and accessible to the broad population. 

 
 
Educational Objectives 
 
Landscape architecture incorporates architectural, artistic, ecological, engineering and scientific principles, 
and therefore landscape architectural education should build the capacity to conceptualize, coordinate and 
execute integral designs rooted in human traditions and the knowledge of natural and human-made systems. 
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1. Landscape architecture is an interdisciplinary field that comprises several major components including 

the humanities, social and natural sciences, technology and the creative arts. Education should 
include training in the physical design of landscapes; landscape studies that incorporate the 
assessment, planning, and management of landscapes; and landscape research.  
 

2. The educational programmes leading to formal qualifications and permitting professionals to practice 
in both the private, public and academic sectors is to be at university level with landscape architecture 
as the principal subject. 

 
3. The landscape architect does not work alone and students must be instilled with the ability and desire 

to work on interdisciplinary teams, often in a leadership role. Community outreach and service 
learning in multicultural contexts are encouraged. The importance of local knowledge (citizens, 
decision-makers or experts) and its contribution to the design process is essential.  

 
4. Educational programs should promote landscape architectural design which considers the cost of 

future maintenance, life-cycle costing and site sustainability.   
 

5. Landscape architectural students should be made critically aware of the political and financial 
motivations behind clients' needs within the context of public policy and the environment in order to 
foster an ethical framework for decision making.  

 
6. Methods of education and training for landscape architects are varied and this diversity is encouraged 

to meet new challenges facing society and recognize local culture.  
 

7. In order to benefit from the wide variety of teaching methods, exchange programmes for teachers, 
and students at advanced levels is desirable. Regional and international student design competitions, 
awards and exhibitions are to be supported by schools and the profession. 

 
8. Systems for continuing education must be set up for landscape architects; landscape architectural 

education should never be considered as a closed process. 
 

9. The increasing mobility of landscape architects between the different countries calls for a mutual 
recognition or validation of individual diplomas, certificates and other evidence of formal qualification. 

 
 
Criteria for Landscape Architecture Education 
 

In order to achieve the above mentioned objectives, the following criteria should be considered: 
 
1. Design project work must be a synthesis of acquired knowledge and skills.  The landscape 

architectural curriculum should include the subjects referred to under the educational objectives of this 
Charter.  Individual studio project work with direct teacher/student dialogue must form a substantial 
part of the teaching and learning process.  Landscape architectural education involves the acquisition 
of knowledge and skills within the following areas: 

 

 History of cultural form and an understanding of design as a social art 

 Social, political, economic and natural systems 

 Natural sciences such as geology, hydrology and biology. 

 Plant material and horticultural applications 

 Site engineering including materials, methods, technologies, construction documentation and 
administration, and applications 

 Theory and methodologies in design, planning and research 

 Landscape design, management, planning and science at all scales and applications 

 Ecological studies and principles of sustainability 

 Information technology and computer applications 

 Public policy and regulation  

 Communications and public facilitation 

 Ethics and values related to the profession 
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Additional knowledge and skills may be required at a regional or local level. 
 

2. The balanced acquisition of knowledge and skills outlined above requires a long period of maturation.  
The education and training of landscape architects encompasses both the academic and the post-
graduate/professional elements.  First professional degrees in landscape architecture may be offered 
at the undergraduate or the graduate levels. An undergraduate degree is generally not be less than 
four years of full-time studies in a university or an equivalent institution.  Graduates from three year 
programmes are required to undergo further training and development before being fully qualified by 
the profession.  The pathway to full professional status requires continuing education after graduation 
and is based on development and mentoring in order to fully prepare the graduate for professional life. 
A graduate degree will normally require a minimum of two years of full time study or for an acceptable 
period on a part time basis.  Entrance into graduate programmes will require an undergraduate 
university degree in landscape architecture or other fields accepted by the institution.  This diversity 
serves to accommodate local practice needs, research and/or specialization.  Research degrees may 
also be offered at the PhD level. 

 
3. Each teaching institution must adjust the number of students according to its teaching capacity. 

Criteria for the selection of students shall be in relation to the aptitudes required for a successful 
training in landscape architecture and will be applied by means of an appropriate selection process 
organized by the schools at the point of entry in the programme.  

 
4. Adequate studios, facilities for research, advanced studies, information and data exchange for new 

technologies should be provided at schools of landscape architecture.  Computer technology and the 
development of specialized software should be incorporated into appropriate aspects of landscape 
architectural education.       

 
5. Continuous interaction between practice and teaching of landscape architecture must be encouraged 

and protected. 
 
6. Research should be regarded as an inherent activity of for academic staff in landscape architectural 

programmes. Landscape architectural research may be founded on project work, methodologies, 
technologies, ecological and social issues, and other relevant topics. Peer-review is to be encouraged 
to evaluate landscape architectural research and publication. 

 
7. Educational institutions are advised to create, with the support of the profession, accreditation 

systems for self-evaluation and peer-review conducted at regular intervals.  Included in the review 
panel should be teachers from other schools, practicing landscape architects and others. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 

This Charter was created on the initiative of IFLA and with input from UNESCO, and is intended to serve as a 
guide for landscape architectural schools on the international and national levels.  It is our intent that this 
Charter will assist in the creation of a network of landscape architectural education opportunities to advance 
the quality of environmental design and planning world-wide. 
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ADDENDA	
  TO	
  IFLA	
  UNESCO	
  CHARTER	
  	
  
FOR	
  LANDSCAPE	
  ARCHITECTURAL	
  EDUCATION	
  

WHEN	
  IMPLEMENTED	
  IN	
  THE	
  EUROPEAN	
  REGION	
  	
  
Updated	
  and	
  approved	
  by	
  IFLA	
  Europe	
  GA	
  in	
  June	
  2017	
  
	
  
  
Educational  Objectives  (See  page  2  of  the  Charter)  
(Point  1)    

   Provision  (of  education)  at  university  level:  Individual  national  associations    may  wish  to  
recognise   programme   offered  within   their   country   that   is   not   provided   at   university   level,  
providing  such  a  programme  fulfils  all  other  criteria  of  IFLA  Education  documentation.    

  
Criteria  for  Landscape  Architectural  Education  (See  page  4  of  the  Charter)    
(Point  1)    

   Acquisition   of   knowledge.   The   IFLA   Europe   Areas   of   Knowledge   list   is   to   be   read   in  
conjunction  with  this  list  (See  Appendix  1  of  this  Addenda).    

   Proportion  of  planning  and  design  project  work.  Design  and  planning   is   to  make  up  a  
minimum  of  50%  of  the  curriculum  of  Landscape  Architectural  education.    

(Point  2)    

   Period  of  study.     The  countries   in   the  European  Region,   in   the  area  of  education,  have  
widely  signed  up  to  the  Bologna  Declaration  with  its  commitment  to  comparability  of  degrees,  
the   promotion   of   mobility   and   quality   assurance.   The   duration   of   degrees   is   no   longer  
described  in  years  but  on  a  credit  system  based  on  ECTS  (European  Credit  Transfer  system).  
Therefore  within   IFLA  Europe   the  period  of  study   in   landscape  architecture  should  not  be  
less  than  240*  ECTS  and  a  graduate  degree  will  not  be  less  than  120*  ECTS.    

   Experience  in  a  landscape  architectural  practice.  Across  the  European  region,  different  
National   Associations   have   different   requirements   on   post   qualification   experience,   with  
some   countries   requiring   two   years   of   work   experience   and   others   requiring   none.   This  
situation   is   to   be   left   to   the   deliberation   of   each  National   Association   and  will   reflect   the  
individual  situation  in  each  member  country.    

(Point  3)  

   Criteria  for  selection  of  students.    In  some  countries  within  the  European  region  entrance  
to  State  universities  is  done  solely  on  the  basis  of  a  candidate’s  performance  in  State  exams.  
While  IFLA  Europe  believe  it  desirable  to  include  a  tailored  selection  processes  for  aspiring  
landscape  architecture  students  it  may  not  be  possible  in  every  country.  In  such  situations  
this  requirement  will  not  apply.     

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
*	
  1	
  year	
  full	
  time	
  study	
  =	
  60	
  ECTS	
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Appendix	
  1	
  
Updated	
  and	
  approved	
  by	
  IFLA	
  Europe	
  GA	
  in	
  June	
  2017	
  
	
  	
  

	
  
IFLA	
  Europe´s	
  AREAS	
  OF	
  KNOWLEDGE	
  AND	
  SKILL	
  

  

THE	
  AREAS	
  OF	
  KNOWLEDGE	
  AND	
  SKILLS	
  

The	
  areas	
  indicated	
  are	
  combined	
  with	
  lists	
  of	
  the	
  major	
  courses	
  within	
  each	
  of	
  these	
  areas.	
  Not	
  included	
  
are	
  general	
  basic	
  courses	
  or	
  prerequisites	
  such	
  as	
  mathematics,	
  physics,	
  chemistry,	
  general	
  botany,	
  
languages	
  etc.	
  The	
  names	
  of	
  courses	
  and	
  subjects	
  listed	
  are	
  illustrative	
  rather	
  than	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  compulsory	
  
list.	
  	
  

	
  

1.	
  LANDSCAPE	
  DESIGN	
  AND	
  PLANNING	
  

	
  

Design	
  and	
  Planning	
  Theory	
  

The	
  ability	
  to	
  interpret	
  general	
  goals	
  in	
  society,	
  converted	
  into	
  specific	
  objectives,	
  into	
  landscape	
  design	
  
principles,	
  strategies,	
  and	
  methodologies.	
  	
  

Courses:	
  landscape	
  architecture	
  and	
  planning	
  theory;	
  design	
  and	
  planning	
  methodology	
  and	
  their	
  
application	
  in	
  case	
  studies.	
  	
  

Design	
  and	
  Planning	
  Skills	
  	
  

The	
  development	
  of	
  a	
  creative	
  talent,	
  of	
  a	
  sensibility	
  to	
  form,	
  colour	
  and	
  texture;	
  an	
  ability	
  to	
  generate	
  
concepts	
  in	
  space	
  and	
  time;	
  to	
  evoke,	
  project	
  and	
  transfer	
  images.	
  	
  

Courses:	
  basic	
  design,	
  free	
  hand	
  drawing	
  and	
  painting,	
  modelling,	
  design	
  studio	
  projects.	
  	
  

The	
  ability	
  to	
  fit	
  new	
  development	
  into	
  an	
  existing	
  environment	
  within	
  the	
  scope	
  of	
  comprehensive	
  
regional	
  planning	
  with	
  an	
  emphasis	
  on	
  visual	
  and	
  ecological	
  requirements	
  and	
  potentials.	
  	
  

Courses:	
  landscape	
  planning	
  studio	
  projects,	
  regional	
  planning	
  courses	
  	
  

The	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  skills	
  of	
  communication,	
  negotiation	
  and	
  presentation.	
  

Courses:	
  verbal	
  presentation	
  exercises,	
  language	
  courses,	
  free	
  hand	
  drawing,	
  technical	
  drawing,	
  model	
  
making,	
  computer	
  graphics.	
  	
  

	
  

2.	
  MAN,	
  SOCIETY	
  AND	
  ENVIRONMENT	
  	
  

	
  

Landscape	
  history	
  and	
  theory	
  	
  

Knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  fundamental	
  concepts	
  of	
  the	
  relation	
  between	
  man	
  and	
  his	
  physical	
  and	
  socio-­‐
cultural	
  environment.	
  A	
  general	
  understanding	
  of	
  notions	
  of	
  changing	
  values,	
  attitudes	
  beliefs	
  and	
  
behaviour	
  in	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  time.	
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Knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  way	
  in	
  which	
  our	
  heritage	
  of	
  cultural	
  landscapes	
  was	
  formed	
  and	
  transformed	
  over	
  
time.	
  The	
  history	
  of	
  settlements,	
  of	
  land	
  use,	
  of	
  sites	
  and	
  monuments.	
  The	
  notions	
  and	
  principles	
  of	
  
conservation	
  and	
  renewal.	
  Landscape	
  as	
  a	
  continuous	
  process	
  from	
  past	
  to	
  present	
  to	
  future.	
  	
  

Courses:	
  historical-­‐,	
  physical-­‐,	
  social-­‐	
  and	
  economic	
  geography,	
  anthropology,	
  sociology,	
  environmental	
  
psychology.	
  	
  

History	
  of	
  Fine	
  Arts,	
  of	
  Architecture,	
  Urban	
  Design	
  and	
  Landscape	
  Architecture	
  	
  

Knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  contribution	
  of	
  the	
  Fine	
  Arts	
  in	
  the	
  past	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  in	
  the	
  present	
  to	
  architecture,	
  
urban	
  design	
  and	
  landscape	
  architecture,	
  as	
  the	
  basis	
  of	
  design	
  philosophies,	
  design	
  styles,	
  aesthetic	
  
standards	
  and	
  symbolic	
  interpretation.	
  	
  

A	
  study	
  of	
  examples	
  of	
  designed	
  environments	
  and	
  buildings	
  in	
  ancient	
  and	
  modern	
  times.	
  This	
  in	
  the	
  
context	
  of	
  cultural,	
  political	
  and	
  economic	
  developments.	
  	
  

Courses:	
  history	
  and	
  theory	
  of	
  art	
  &	
  architecture,	
  urban	
  design,	
  of	
  garden	
  &	
  parks	
  design.	
  
Contemporary	
  trends	
  

Principles	
  and	
  rules	
  of	
  government	
  	
  

Knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  fundaments	
  of	
  landscape	
  and	
  environmental	
  policies.	
  Environmental	
  and	
  planning	
  
legislation	
  and	
  procedures.	
  The	
  role	
  of	
  international,	
  national,	
  regional	
  and	
  local	
  government	
  
organisation	
  in	
  environmental	
  planning	
  and	
  design.	
  	
  

Courses:	
  planning	
  and	
  environmental	
  legislation	
  &	
  procedures.	
  	
  

	
  

3.	
  NATURAL	
  AND	
  FUNCTIONAL	
  ASPECTS	
  OF	
  LANDSCAPE	
  	
  

	
  

Ecology	
  	
  

Knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  physical	
  and	
  biotic	
  basis	
  of	
  natural	
  systems	
  and	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  appraise	
  their	
  existing	
  
and	
  potential	
  value;	
  both	
  for	
  protection	
  and	
  development:	
  finding	
  design	
  and	
  planning	
  potentials.	
  	
  

Courses:	
  general	
  and	
  applied	
  ecology,	
  geology,	
  climate,	
  topography,	
  soil	
  science,	
  hydrology,	
  vegetation	
  
studies,	
  plant	
  materials,	
  planting	
  plans.	
  Park	
  and	
  nature	
  management.	
  	
  

	
  

Land	
  Use	
  Types	
  and	
  their	
  Functional	
  Requirements	
  	
  

Knowledge	
  of	
  various	
  land	
  use	
  types,	
  their	
  developments	
  over	
  time,	
  their	
  internal	
  functioning	
  and	
  their	
  
territorial	
  claims,	
  interrelationships,	
  compatibilities.	
  	
  

Requirements	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  layout	
  and	
  management.	
  	
  

Courses:	
  functional	
  and	
  planning	
  aspects	
  of	
  agriculture,	
  housing,	
  industry,	
  infrastructure,	
  outdoor	
  
recreation	
  &	
  tourism	
  	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  

I F L A EUROPE 	
  
INTERNATIONAL	
  FEDERATION	
  OF	
  LANDSCAPE	
  ARCHITECTS	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
   	
   	
   Boulevard	
  Leopold	
  II	
  53,	
  1080	
  Bruxelles	
  -­‐	
  Brussels	
  (Belgium)	
   	
  
secretariat@iflaeurope.eu;	
  Tel:	
  +32	
  492	
  319	
  451;	
  website:	
  www.iflaeurope.eu;	
  Skype:	
  iflaeurope	
  

	
  
	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
  

	
  

4.	
  TECHNIQUES	
  AND	
  MANAGEMENT	
  	
  

	
  

Data	
  processing	
  techniques	
  	
  

Knowledge	
  of,	
  and	
  the	
  skill	
  to	
  apply,	
  the	
  techniques	
  of	
  inventory	
  and	
  assessment	
  of	
  landscapes	
  and	
  
sites,	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  Geographic	
  Information	
  Systems,	
  and	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  computers	
  in	
  design	
  and	
  planning	
  
process.	
  	
  

Courses:	
  data	
  collection	
  and	
  evaluation	
  techniques,	
  landscape	
  analysis,	
  remote	
  sensing	
  and	
  
photography,	
  Geographical	
  Information	
  Systems,	
  (graphic)	
  computer	
  techniques	
  	
  

	
  

Landscape	
  Construction	
  and	
  Engineering	
  

Knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  materials	
  and	
  the	
  techniques	
  employed	
  in	
  the	
  implementation	
  of	
  plans:	
  the	
  grading	
  
and	
  modelling	
  of	
  ground	
  form,	
  the	
  drainage	
  and	
  catchment	
  of	
  water,	
  the	
  construction	
  of	
  roads,	
  
pavements,	
  walls,	
  bridges,	
  ponds	
  and	
  water	
  courses	
  etc.	
  Also	
  land	
  reclamation	
  and	
  drainage.	
  Planting	
  
plans,	
  the	
  handling	
  of	
  nursery	
  stock,	
  planting	
  schedules.	
  	
  

Further	
  the	
  knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  rules	
  of	
  alignment	
  and	
  construction	
  of	
  highways,	
  (rail)roads	
  and	
  other	
  
infrastructure.	
  	
  

Courses:	
  building	
  construction,	
  landscape	
  construction,	
  rural	
  engineering,	
  highway	
  engineering,	
  
biological	
  engineering.	
  

	
  

Project	
  management	
  

The	
  organisation	
  of	
  private	
  and	
  public	
  offices.	
  The	
  writing	
  of	
  briefs	
  and	
  specifications,	
  of	
  cost	
  estimates,	
  
the	
  supervision	
  of	
  construction	
  and	
  maintenance.	
  	
  

Courses:	
  professional	
  practice,	
  economics,	
  marketing,	
  management	
  organisation.	
  	
  

	
  

Landscape	
  management	
  	
  

A	
  knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  relation	
  between	
  the	
  layout	
  of	
  urban	
  and	
  rural	
  parks	
  systems	
  and	
  their	
  long	
  term	
  
use,	
  development	
  and	
  maintenance.	
  	
  

Courses:	
  landscape	
  management	
  techniques,	
  ecological	
  aspects	
  of	
  farm	
  management.	
  

	
  




